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A recent Johns Hopkins study claims more -
than 250,000 people in the U.S. die every year
from medical errors. Other reports claim the
numbers to be as high as 440,000.Medical

errors are the third-leading cause of death
after heart disease and cancer.




e The Harvard and Australian studies of medical error are the only studies
that provide population data on the rates of injuries of patients in
hospitals, and they identified a substantial amount of medical error

e In the United States, medical error results in 44,000 to 98,000
unnecessary deaths each year and 1 million excess injuries

e Errors often occur when clinicians are inexperienced and new
procedures are introduced

= Extremes of age, complex care, and a prolonged hospital stay are
associated with more errors

An adverse event occurred in 16.6% of admissions, resulting in permanent
disability in 13.7% of patients and death in 4.9%; 51% of adverse events
were considered to have been preventable

West J Med. 2000 Jun: 172(6): 390-393.
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"I'M AFRAID THERE WERE COMPLICATIONS,”



44,000-98,000 deaths estimate does

NOT include deaths from ambulatory

sites (nursing homes, home-health,
office-based practices)

Deaths from Adverse Events more
common than:
Breast Cancer
Motor Vehicle Accidents
AIDS
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Be Safe , Healthy & Successful.
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